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EPI SODE 113

NARRATOR
Cct ober Jones and Fish with Legs have just escaped the
creepy human facility Area 52. But in the aftermath of
t heir escape, Cctober cane clean about her duplicitous
role in getting themthere. Fish with Legs, hurt,
deci ded to keep COctober around, but only as a guide to
bring her through Acul ard Forest.

f or est
*thunder+ It’s a dark and storny night. October and
Fish trek through the thick woods agai nst viol ent
W nds, torrential rains and other stormthings. Cctober
no | onger has her backpack or apron. She slips and
falls in the nud, dirtying her already filthy, dull
ugly, untrustworthy tunic. Fish with Legs wal ks a few
steps ahead of her. Her tights and shoes are worn, but
she nostly seens unaffected by the nmal evol ent weat her.

OCTOBER
Hey, Fish with Legs! Do you think we can take a break?

FI SH WTH LEGS
No. Let’s keep going.

OCTOBER
But this rain is--

NARRATOR
Cct ober slips and falls again.

OCTOBER
This rain is brutal.

FI SH WTH LEGS
We have to get out of this forest.

OCTOBER
Listen, Fish with Legs... | get that you don’'t want ne
around anynore, but we can’'t keep hiking in this rain.

FI SH WTH LEGS
It’s not that, Cctober --Well it is also that... Every
time | see your face, ny heart breaks a little because
| remenber all the good tinmes we had and how t hat was
all lies-- But on a separate note, | don’'t want to get
stuck in Aculard Forest because it has a nonster.
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OCTOBER
A nonster?

FI SH WTH LEGS
Yeah. Back hone with the glbclb, they told ne all about
this forest and the terrible nonster that |ives here.

OCTOBER
You nean the Bl oodthirsty Beast of Aculard Forest?

FI SH WTH LEGS
Yes. Now, |let’s keep going because talking to you for
this long makes ne want to cry. Ch no... It’s
happeni ng. (sniffles)

OCTOBER
Wait, Fish with Legs!

FI SH WTH LEGS
These aren't tears, it’'s the rain.

OCTOBER
The Bl oodt hirsty Beast of Aculard Forest isn't real.
It’s another cover story for Area 52.

FI SH WTH LEGS
Yeah, but back home with the gl bclb, they told ne that
t he beast was ancient and Area 52 isn’t ancient.

OCTOBER
Yeah, but that doesn’t nean it’s true...

FI SH WTH LEGS
They wouldn’t lie to ne--

OCTOBER
" mnot saying lie--

FI SH W TH LEGS( CONT’ D)
O would they... You can’t trust anyone Fish with
Legs... Everyone lies... You're alone in this world.
Just you and your sexy stilettos.

NARRATOR
*snap* Fish with Legs falls to the ground as the heel
of her left stiletto breaks. October rushes over to

hel p her.
OCTOBER
Let ne--
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FI SH WTH LEGS
No.

NARRATOR
Fish with Legs brushes away Cctober’s hand.

FI SH W TH LEGS( CONT’ D)
Leave me. | have to get used to doing things on nmy own.

NARRATOR
Fish with Legs takes off her shoes and heaves herself
back upri ght.

FI SH WTH LEGS
Audi bl e sigh of sadness...

OCTOBER
Look, Fish with Legs. | can’t even open the notebook in
this rain. Let’s find sonewhere to canp for the night.
|11 check the map, we can rest up... | can try to fix
your shoe.

FI SH WTH LEGS
You didn't even fix ny tights. Besides, you don’t have
your backpack. Al you have left is |ies.

OCTOBER
(sighs) Come on. Let’s find sone shelter.

FI SH W TH LEGS
Audi bl e sigh of conpl ai sance. ..

OCTOBER
Al right, now we need to find somewhere dry--

FI SH W TH LEGS
Let’s go there.

OCTOBER
Wer e?

NARRATOR
*t hunder Fish with Legs points at a foreboding castle
on top of a hill overlooking the forest. Lightning

outlines the spindly peaks of its roofs.

OCTOBER
The creepy om nous castle? How ' bout no?

FI SH WTH LEGS
It’s what we deserve.
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OCTOBER
What ? No! That’'s the kind of castle that you go inside
and then you're never heard from again.

NARRATOR
Fish with Legs has already started toward the castle.

OCTOBER
Come on, Fish with Legs. Don't go in the sketchy castle
j ust because you're nad at ne. (beat) She' s gone.
(sighs) This ridiculous, mserable fish...

NARRATOR
Oct ober catches up with Fish with Legs. They *vrrrtx
hi ke up the hill to the castle. It’s a treacherous

clinmb, but Fish with Legs trudges apathetically through
t horny bushes and strai ght up sl oughi ng sl opes, her
little bare feet spattered with nud. Despite the dead

| ook on her face, she’s in her elenent. October, in a
way also in her elenent, is conpletely filthy with nud
and water, her clothes sopping and ruined by the

ant agoni stic storm Antagonistic. Like antagonist. Bad

guy.

The castle is even nore inposing up close. Gotesque
creatures ganbol in the gables, and netal spikes drip
fromthe eaves. It’s massive, stone, and Gothic, with a
pl ethora of towers, arches, gargoyles, etcetera. |I'm
not defining any of those.

OCTOBER
Ch phew! When you get up close... it’s even creepier.

FI SH WTH LEGS
Yep. It's terrifying.

OCTOBER
So you wanna just find like a big tree or sonething to
hi de under or-- Nope. Ckay. W’ Il head straight to the
door.

NARRATOR
Fish with Legs wal ks up to the gi ant wooden doors
wi t hout fear or drive. She grabs the brass, bat-shaped
knocker and knocks, the door imrediately bl ows w de
open, bangi ng agai nst the wall.

FI SH WTH LEGS

(sighs) If it is indeed ny tinme, | step forward with no
fear.
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OCTOBER
Oh good. Great attitude.

NARRATOR
Fish with Legs steps through into the darkness within
Cct ober sloshes warily after.

Abby’' s castle
The inside is just as creepy as the doorway prom sed.
They’ ve stepped into a deep dark entry hall. The
noonl i ght from outside barely lights the cold stone

wal | s.
FI SH WTH LEGS
Hello... Is anybody here...? W ve conme willingly.
OCTOBER
Just to be clear we’ve cone for shelter. Not to be...
sacrifices or whatever. (silence) Well |ooks Iike

nobody’s here, so let’s--

FI' SH WTH LEGS
AH!

OCTCBER
AH!

NARRATOR
Ah! Suddenly the whole place |ights up. Candel abras
lining the walls dimy [ight the room revealing the
bl ack and red foyer and two giant staircases framng a
| arge, deep pointed archway that |eads further into the
house.

FI SH WTH LEGS
VWhat was- -

* cr eeeek KAP+
Ah!

NARRATOR
The front door slanms shut. Fish junps into October’s
ar ns.

OCTOBER
Nope.

NARRATOR

Cct ober backs up against the front door and flailingly
tries to get it open, eyes fixed front.
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FI SH WTH LEGS

kay! | feel feelings again! | am.. scared!
ABBY
Pl ease... Stay..
NARRATOR
A |l ow shadow craw s haltingly forward fromthe yawni ng
ar chway.
OCTOBER

Stay back! This fish knows karate.

FI SH W TH LEGS
And this human knows... | ock picking.

ABBY
What ? Ch! Sorry, did | spook you two?

NARRATOR
Ch, nooo. The shadow cones closer and it’s just
adorably short. Like the size of an adult Fish with
Legs. New friend is a bipedal pug in a fuzzy pink
turtleneck. She’'s got matching little pink booties on
her hind paws.

OCTOBER
Oh... It’s acute little dog...

NARRATOR
Cct ober puts Fish on the ground.

ABBY
Hey there. |I’m Countess Abby Pawsitive. Wl conme to ny
castl e. Chateau Puppy!

OCTOBER
Right... Un.. Sorry to intrude. It’s raining cats and
dogs outside. W were hoping we could get sone
shelter--

ABBY

Cats and dogs?

OCTOBER
Pardon t he expression.

ABBY
Oh Gee. Humans and their expressions...

FI SH W TH LEGS
| know, right!?
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ABBY
Pretty unusual to find a human this deep into Acul ard
Forest... And even stranger to see a fish with | egs..
anywhere. But | like it.

FISH WTH LEGS
Hello, I"'mFish with Legs. |'"'ma fish with legs. I'm
the Elenental Creature of water. And nmy soul has been
torn in two and the beautiful world | once believed in
that was full of sunshine and friendship has been
destroyed and replaced with a terrible hellscape ful
of grey and sadness.

ABBY
Ww. That’'s a lot to work with.
OCTOBER
Yeah... W were traveling through the forest to get to
the Plains of Breezil, but we got caught in the storm
So- -
ABBY
You don’t want to tal k about what your friend just
sai d?
OCTOBER
No. | do not.
ABBY
Ckay... | will not get involved. Because Abby... You

need to work on yourself. Don’t get caught up everyone
el se’s drama. Your problens are valid.

OCTOBER
But... can we get shelter till the storm ends?

ABBY
O course! You two can stay here as |ong as you need.
Chat eau Puppy is open to all!

OCTOBER
Thank you so nuch! My nane’s Cctober Jones by the way.
ABBY
What a delicious nane!
OCTOBER
Un Thanks?
ABBY
Vell, follow ne! | have sonme roons upstairs, | can get
sonet hing ready for you two. Do you need sone towels to
dry off?
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OCTOBER
Yes pl ease. That would be great. Fish with Legs... do
you- -

FI SH WTH LEGS
No. Don’t help nme. Let ne soak in ny sadness.

OCTOBER
kay. . .

ABBY
On! One little rule about Chateau Puppy! Down this
hal | way, all the way at the end is the door to the
f or bi dden basenent. Under no circunstances shoul d
ei ther of you enter the basenent tonight or ever. |
w Il be spending the night down there for a private
event and it’s very inportant that |’ m not disturbed.

NARRATOR
Fish with Legs and October stare down the dark,
f orebodi ng hal l way, then at each other.

ABBY

Am | under st ood?
OCTOBER

Yeah.
FI SH WTH LEGS

For sure.
OCTOBER

Total ly.
ABBY

Fantastic. Now upstairs we go!

NARRATOR
Abby runs upstairs, on all fours. Fish and October
follow her hesitantly.

upstairs

NARRATOR
Vrrrt. Cctober and Fish with Legs are in a glisteningly
fancy bathroom wth two sinks! Fish with Legs’ torn
stockings are laid on the counter, drying, as are her
broken shoes. QOctober presides over a pile of nuddy
towels in an flow ng white night gown. Her clothes,
boots and sheathed knife are also on the counter. She
dries her hair.
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OCTOBER
Did | get it all?

NARRATOR
She | ooks around for a mrror to check herself in.
There are none. Her hair |ooks greasy and tangl ed by
the way. That rain was probably the first tinme she
cleaned it in nonths.

FI SH WTH LEGS

It looks... It looks like | used to think it was
beauti f ul .
OCTOBER

(sighs) O course...

FI SH WTH LEGS
It wasn’t ny choice to have ny heart broken.

OCTOBER
Look, | said sorry. | don’t know what |’ m supposed to
do. | realize it was wong to sell you out to the
Her ovi an governnment. But | risked everything to try to
save you. | gave up ny dream It was admttedly kind of

an ethically dubious dreamin retrospect, but | gave it
up! For you. So how can | nake you not nad at ne?

FI SH W TH LEGS
| mnot mad, Cctober... I'’mjust irreparably
heart broken and have no trust in the world or others.

OCTOBER
(long breath, beat) So there’s definitely sonething
creepy going on in that basenent, right.

FI SH W TH LEGS
Ch yeah, 100%

OCTOBER
Think we’re in danger?

FI SH WTH LEGS
If there’s one lesson |'ve |learned fromyou, it’s that
| can trust no one and everyone is corrupt deep down
i nsi de.

OCTOBER
G eat.

ABBY
Hey girl s!
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OCTOBER
Ah!

FI SH WTH LEGS
Ah!

NARRATOR
Fish junps into October’s arns.

ABBY
| just overheard you two talking and | want to clarify
that there is definitely nothing suspicious happening
in my forbidden basenent, but would also |like to once
again rem nd you that under no circunmstances shoul d
ei ther of you go down there.

OCTOBER
Ri ght. ..

FI SH WTH LEGS
O course.

OCTOBER
We understand and bel i eve what you are saying.

FI SH WTH LEGS

VW will definitely not snoop around your castle and we
will specifically avoid your basenent, which is
f or bi dden.

ABBY

Geat. (beat) Also | know | said | didn't want to get
m xed up in your personal drame, but | overheard what
you were sayi ng about one of you selling the other out
to the human governnment and- -

OCTOBER
We don’t need to tal k about that.

FI SH WTH LEGS
Yeah. There’s no com ng back fromthe dark place |I’'ve
been left in.

ABBY
Oh. kay... | just had sonme questions...

OCTOBER
Are our roons ready?

ABBY
Oh. | only prepared the one.
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FI SH W TH LEGS
Di bs.

ABBY
It’s just one door over.

NARRATOR
Fi sh rushes past Abby and vani shes next door.
*rrr-Kkliks

ABBY
|11 get another roomready for you.
OCTOBER
Thanks.
ABBY
So you betrayed her trust... That seens a little--
OCTOBER

VWhat ? You don't like ne? Get in |line.

ABBY
Oh, okay. That’'s a little defensive. It seens |ike
you’ re maki ng assunpti ons about what others think of

you-- WAit! I'mnot getting caught up in this. M dnight
is nearly nigh. Qur time is running short. | shal
prepare your bed and proceed... to nmy event.

NARRATOR

Abby slowly backs out of the roomw th a nysterious
grin on her face.

OCTOBER
kay. .. Cool...

NARRATOR
Abby di sappears into the shadowy hal lway. Cctober
ponders this while drying her disgusting hair.

OCTOBER
Yeah. W're totally in danger.

NARRATOR
Well | sure hope they find a way out of there. Abby
seens nice, but... Yeah, she's super suspicious. |
guess we’' Il find out what her deal is next tinme. For

now, let’s stop



